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 “Virtual machines (VMs) provide a flexible platform on which to execute different operating systems and programs. Each VM
may be thought of as an independent operating system, and when multiple VMs are run on a single physical server, the resulting
configuration can be thought of as running multiple independent operating systems on a single server. By using multiple VMs to

host multiple operating systems, software products may be tested in a manner that would otherwise be difficult, if not
impossible, because of the expense and time required to purchase multiple physical servers or to use other hardware

configurations that would be equivalent to this configuration.” With VMware ESXi 5.5, VMware has done a great job of
creating a unique platform that allows us to run virtual operating systems, something that was previously only possible on bare-
metal hardware. If you’re already running VMware ESXi 5.5, you’re probably familiar with the roles and features. If you’re new

to VMware ESXi 5.5, or just want to learn more about how VMware ESXi is a great platform for multiple platforms and the
future of virtualization in general, this section is for you. You’ll find a free online version of VMware ESXi 5.5, information on
the vSphere 5.5 license, system requirements for VMware ESXi, a brief overview of the new features in VMware ESXi, and a

list of VMware ESXi 5.5 Deployment and Configuration Guides. What is VMware ESXi? VMware ESXi is VMware’s hardware-
agnostic hypervisor for server virtualization. It was released in 2005, and the latest version is VMware ESXi 5.5. In addition to
being a hypervisor, ESXi is a management tool, and the host operating system for VMs. ESXi hosts multiple operating systems

and software applications in the form of VMs, and the VMs run on a single physical server, providing an easy way to test
software on the system. In general, VMware ESXi is a great platform for multiple platforms and hardware configurations.

VMware ESXi hosts virtualized operating systems, such as Microsoft Windows Server 2012 R2, Linux, and FreeBSD. ESXi is
also fully supported for Windows Server 2012. What is vSphere? vSphere is a product from VMware that includes VMware

ESXi, vCenter Server, a web-based vSphere management console, and the vSphere client. vCenter Server hosts VMs, VMware
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